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I. Mission Statement

The MPSA Latino/a Caucus promotes professional equity for Latino/a in the discipline of political science by sponsoring sessions at the annual meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association (hereafter, MPSA), working with the MPSA to promote the interests of Latino/a political scientists, encouraging research that acknowledges and investigates the presence and activities of Latino/a in political life, and serving as a network for members between annual meetings. 

II. Message from the Caucus President 
Dear MPSA Latino/a Caucus Members,

The officers of the MPSA Latino/a Caucus look forward to seeing you at the 2015 Midwest Political Science Association conference this April. We have planned a number of different author meets critics and a roundtable for the conference. We hope to see you at some of these roundtables! Please help us spread the word about the roundtables and invite friends, colleagues, and graduate students to attend one or more of them. We also hope that many of you will attend our business meeting, which will be held on Thursday, April 16, 2015, from 6:30 to 8:00 PM in the Buckingham Room, which is located on the 5th Floor of the Palmer House.  See you in Chicago!

Sincerely,
Gina Branton
President, MPSA Latino/a Caucus for Political Science 
III. MPSA Latino/a Caucus Graduate Student Best Paper Award
The Graduate Student Best Paper Award is given for the best paper on Latino politics presented at the previous MPSA Annual Meeting.  The Best Graduate Student Paper Award recognizes the best, sole-authored or co-authored, conference paper presented by a graduate student(s). The requirements for application by graduate students include: short application, a letter of support from a faculty advisor, and a draft of the conference paper (rough drafts will be considered).
The winners of the Graduate Student Best Paper Award are: Lisa Sanchez and Julia Hellwege (University of New Mexico)

Ms. Sanchez and Ms. Hellwege presented a paper at the 2014 MPSA Annual Meeting titled: “The Institutional Dynamics Of Latinos and State Legislative Committee Membership.”  Their paper examine if Latino representatives are more likely to serve on certain types of committees than their non-Latino counterparts. They examined thirteen states with the highest Latino legislative membership. They results indicate that minority constituencies receive different representation on state legislative committees, such that Latino representatives tend to serve on committees that deal with immigration relative policy items. The paper is the initial investigation on the intersection of descriptive and substantive representation activities of minority representatives. 
IV. MPSA Latino/a Caucus Early Career Award, 2014-2015

This award recognizes a Latino/a or Latino Politics (pre-tenure) scholar based upon her research accomplishments and contributions to the discipline. Nominees will be evaluated on the following criteria: an established publication record and continuing research activity, leadership in the profession, and additional evidence of impact. The award will include a plaque or certificate honoring the recipient.

The 2014-2015 Winner of the Early Career Award is: Dr. Betina Cutaia Wilkinson (Wake Forest University).

Dr. Wilkinson is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at Wake Forest University. She received her PhD in political science from Louisiana State University in 2010. Dr. Wilkinson’s research focuses on Latino Politics. Her articles have appeared in such journals as Political Research Quarterly, American Politics Review, and Social Science Quarterly.  Her first book—Partners or Rivals? Power and Latino, Black and White Relations in the 21sst century—is forthcoming in November 2015 under the University Virginia Press, which is part of the race, ethnicity and politics series edited by Paula McClain and Luis Fraga. Additionally, Betina has a strong teaching and service record.  She has mentored numerous student and even co-authored with one of her under-graduate students. Betina regularly service as a chair and/or discussant on panels at APSA, MPSA, and WPSA. 
V. MPSA Latino/a Caucus Outstanding Distinguished Career Award, 2014-2015
This award recognizes a Latino/a or Latino Politics scholar who has made a substantial contribution to the scholarship who has made significant contributions to the profession and its associations, who has actively mentored scholars own institution or elsewhere, and who serves as a positive role model in the profession. Nominations require a letter addressing the qualifications of the candidate with regard to this award and current vita.
The 2014-2015 Winner of the MPSA Laitno/a Caucus Distinguished Career Award is:

Professor John A. Garcia (University of Michigan).

Dr. Garcia is currently a Research Professor at ICPSR/CPR at the University of Michigan.  

John  has  been  at  the  forefront  of  the  shaping  of  Latino  politics  as  a  subfield  in  American  politics.    He  is  one  of  the  preeminent  scholars  in  Latino  scholars  in  the  country;  his  research,  particularly  his  key  role  in  designing  and  implementing  first  the  Latino  National  Political  Survey  (1989)  and  then  the  Latino  National  Survey  (2006),  has  been  seminal  in  developing  and  spurring  research  in  racial  and  ethnic  politics  in  the  United  States.    His  writings—including  eight  single  authored  or  coauthored  monographs,  two edited volumes and  numerous  book  chapters  and  articles—have done much to define and expand the field.  His work on group identity and dynamics, Latino political engagement, and immigrant transnationalism has been widely cited. John has mentored countless under-graduate students at the University of Arizona and at the University of Michigan. His mentees include Gabe Sanchez, Sylvia Manzano, Ngoc Phan, and Regina Branton (to name a few).  In addition to his academic work, John has contributed to national and community agencies and organizations. To name a few, John worked with the U.S. Census Bureau to help develop ways to enumerate the Latino community and to develop a new measure of racial and ethnic identity.  Further, he has served on innumerable community organizations that focus on addressing the needs of lower income groups and Latinos in particular.  8 
VI. Caucus Events at the 2015 Midwest Political Science Association Meetings

Thursday 1:15-2:45: The Latino Vote in the 2014 Election

Friday 9:45-11:15: Chavez-Pringle, Lavariega-Monforti, and Michelson’s Monograph “Living the Dream”

Friday 3:00-4:30:  Uneven Roads: An Introduction to U.S. Racial and Ethnic Politics

Saturday 1:15-2:45: Wilkinson’s Monograph Partners or Rivals? Power and Latino, Black and White Relations in the 21st Century

Saturday 3:00-4:30: Mora’s Making Hispanics: How Activists, Bureaucrats, and Media Constructed a New American

VIII. Roundtable and Author Meets Critics Solicitations for 2016 MPSA

The Caucus sponsors roundtables and author meets critic panels at the Midwest Political Science Association conference. If you have a salient topic that you would like to suggest be the focus of a roundtable please let us know.  If you or another scholar has a new or forthcoming book that you would like to nominate to be the focus of an author meets critic panel please let us know.  Finally, if you would like to serve as a chair or participant for a roundtable for the 2016 MPSA conference please let us know. Any and all request for participation on one of the 2016 Latino Caucus panels, please contact X.. Finally, the Caucus encourages your attendance at these exciting roundtables.
IX. Call for Nominations for Caucus Officers

X. Officer Names and Contact Information

President 
President-Elect

Secretary 
Treasurer 
Newsletter Editor

XI. Treasurer’s Report and Membership Form 2015-2016

We invite you to join the Women’s Caucus! Please complete the form on the following page and return it to Treasurer X.

If you are already a member of the Midwest Women’s Caucus, please don’t forget to update your membership for 2015-2016 and pay your dues for the current year. You can do this by paying at the annual meeting, or by mailing a check to X. 

TREASURER’S REPORT

FOR THE PERIOD OF APRIL 1, 2014 TO APRIL 16, 2015

FUNDS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE PERIOD: ?
REVENUE FOR THE PERIOD:

TOTAL REVENUE: $135
EXPENDITURES FOR THE PERIOD:

TOTAL EXPENDITUES: $0
FUNDS AT THE END OF THE PERIOD: $200
MPSA LATINO/A CAUCUS FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE

MEMBERSHIP FORM 2015-2016

NAME________________________________________________________________________

University Affiliation____________________________________________________________

Email Address__________________________________________________________________

New Members__________________             
Renewing Member______________________

MPSA Latino/a Caucus Dues:

Student/Unemployed   
$5.00 ____________

Junior Faculty
             $10.00____________

Senior Faculty
            $ 20.00____________

Donation to MPSA Latino/a Caucus: _______  (Please enter the amount you would like to contribute.)

Total______________

